ANSWERS OF UNDERSECRETARY MR.MURAD BAYAR TO THE QUESTIONS OF JANE’S DEFENCE WEEKLY
Air systems

What’s the progress with Turkey’s attack helicopter plans? JDW understands Turkey only has around six AH-1s left, so, with none of the jointly produced A 129s arriving before 2013, is the plan still to buy four or five AH-1W (Cobra Whiskey) helos? What’s the latest on this?
With the signature of the ATAK Program, we are in the process of producing 50 T-129 ATAK helicopters in Turkey and the first ATAK helicopter is planned to be operational by 2013. We are looking for Cobra Whiskey Helicopter as an interim solution to support the current fleet in Army inventory.
Is Turkey concerned about potential performance issues with regard to the Wedgetail AEW aircraft following the problems in Australia?

We are working closely with Boeing to ensure meeting the goals of the Peace Eagle Program.
Is Turkey looking at acquiring any interim transport capability in the wake of A400M delays?

Turkey is not looking at acquiring an interim capability right now. The delay in the A400M Program is now under discussion and the latest delivery schedule is not clear yet.

Has the Turkey made any progress on basic trainer procurement for the land forces following the release of the request for proposals two years ago?

Turkey has selected Cessna’s T182 aircraft for the Land Forces’ basic trainer aircraft requirement. The contract between SSM and Cessna was signed in November 2008 and the first aircraft was delivered in March 2009.

Have negotiations progressed with regard to the Turkish Multirole Helicopter programme? When is a final decision expected?

We are negotiating with Sikorsky and Agusta Westland companies to establish a helicopter production line in Turkey at TAI. The final decision on the Program is planned to be made in June 2009. 

Does Turkey still intend to acquire the CH-47 (or another heavy lift helicopter)? When is the capability expected to enter service?

Heavy lift helicopters are one of the basic requirements of Turkey. We are working in coordination with the US Government and Boeing Company for the procurement of CH-47F helicopters. The helicopters are expected to be in service around 2012-2013.

When is a contract for the F-35 expected?

Turkey plans to make decision about the first F-35 procurement around early 2010 and Joint Programme Office (JPO) will sign the contract with LM in 2012. 
Land systems

Mine-protected vehicles: a request for proposals was released in December 2007 for a total of 468 mine-protected vehicles. Has a selection been made?
Selection of MRAP vehicles was made in December 2008 to start the contract negotiations with the BMC Company of Turkey. Contract negotiations have been completed signed in April 2009.

8x8 armoured vehicle procurement: is a procurement programme underway/expected to commence?
There is no 8X8 armoured vehicle procurement project on the way and we do not expect such a programme to be commenced in the near future. Command Control Vehicle tender is underway for a 6x6 vehicle.
Main battle tanks: does Turkey intend to upgrade its Leopard 2 fleet in order to provide an interim measure before Altay can enter service?

Our current M-60 and Leopard 1 modernization programmes are already an interim measure before Altay main battle tanks enter into service. On the other hand, we plan to gain the capability to upgrade the Leopard 2 battle tanks in the following years. 
Naval systems

How many MİLGEM corvettes will there be? Will this still be 12, or is that now a little optimistic? 

The project covers the acquisition of 8 (+4 optional) Patrol and Anti-Submarine Warfare Ships (MILGEM). First prototype is already launched to the sea and preparation for the second ship’s contracts is underway.
How are plans for a future frigate coming along? (This was supposedly approved last year).
In scope of the project, the studies to determine the project model are on-going. We will be utilizing our design and integration experience in the Milgem Programme.
What progress is there regarding the upgrades to Turkey’s Oliver Hazard Perry/Gaziantep frigates and MEKO 200s/Yavuz, Salihreis etc. Some are getting Mk 41 VLS, so which ships are these and when will the Mk 41 VLS be fitted? 
As part of the GENESIS Program, 8 Perry class frigates of Turkish Navy are being modernized with a new Command Control System. 3 ships have been modernized and in service as of today.
What is holding up the submarine programme? The Type 214 from ThyssenKrupp was selected last summer, but there have been no reports of contracts having been signed yet.

Contract negotiations started on August 2008, and we plan to launch the program this year.
What is happening with the LPD programme? When can we expect a decision to be announced on this?

At this stage, the preparation of  RFP (Request for Proposal) for LPD (Landing Platform Dock) Project is in process. It is estimated that the RFP will be issued in October 2009. 

General questions

· What effects will the economic crisis have on Turkey’s defence budget?

We don’t foresee an impact in our defence budget because of the economic crises. All of our investments are imposed as part of a long term plan with necessary resources allocated.
· What are the Turkish armed forces’ most immediate procurement needs and what are the plans for meeting them?
Two major programs that we plan to finalize and launch in 2009 are the General Purpose Helicopter and the Air Defence programs.
· Are there any other issues you would like to make, or points you would like to make, regarding current Turkish defence procurement?

We are heavily investing to develop Turkish Defence Industry capability in designing and developing high technology defence equipment. As a result of these efforts we are transitioning from a licence producer to technology owner. Our defence industry now has a broad portfolio of advanced and proven products. We also place a great emphasis on partnership programs with our friend and allies. We look forward to discuss those opportunities at IDEF 2009 which for the first time will be held in İstanbul, a meeting point of great civilizations.
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